[Wild animals, sentinels of the pollution of the natural environment?].
By following the cycles of contaminants in the environment, it is possible to demonstrate the existence of species particularly sensitive to certain substances through their diet, behaviour or location. Analysis of such situations can lead to the use of the species to provide evidence of the burden of pollution of an ecosystem. The existence of threshold concentrations, above which certain phenomena may occur, strengthens the role of sentinels. Examples are drawn mainly from mammals, birds and fish, and concern radionuclides, plant protection chemicals, petroleum hydrocarbons and heavy metals. The list is by no means exhaustive.